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“It is a celebration of legislation that has passed,

but it’s also a celebration that’s rooted in
many tragedies.” — GOV. STEVE BULLOCK
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OCTOBER PEREZ
BILL BECOMES LAW

Measures intended to curb child abuse

By Michae! Besll
Tribune Staff Writer
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are safe in this commu-
all across the state

said his visit to
Falls was more than
symbolism, and his signa-
ture on the two bills showed
how the legislative process
works when le come to-
gether and toward an
end and to make a meaning-
ful difference.

The court proceedings
next to the room where Bull-
ock spoke is of

is on a path toward healing.”
The Cascade Cuu:z

CARE Center is one of the

v centers Bullock men-

dren in difficult situations."
Scott said gefting a case
into prosecution is a difficult
process, and for every child
abuse case the public reads
in the paper, there are 20 that
never get to that point.
Amid the crowd inside the
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people te T
shirts with October Perez's
name and picture. Tuesday
was an emotional day for Oc-
tober’s family, but it was also
a chance to start anew.
“It has been a very long
road,” said April Hall, Octo-
ber’s and
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fight day and night, and the

hslfewmmsh: was a roller

coaster ride.
The fight for Hall, as well
as October’s father, who re-

to save her life,
But the true fight
followed her death in
to get an ombudsman for
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Bullock signs
education
funding bill

By Krivten Cates
Tribune Staft Wrter

Gov. Steve Bullock ceremonially signed into law
Tuesday what has been touted as ane of the best educa-
tion funding bills in recent memory in Montana.

The ceremony happened at Conrad High School on
Tuesday, the home of Senate Bill 175's primary sponsor,
Republican state Sen. Llew Jones.

SB 175 will put an additional $50 million into state

and gas revenue while also decreasing the amount of
property taxes used 1o fund the state's portion of K-12

spending.
School districts with budgets higher than the state's

and it's the center child abuse cases in the De-
partmen stice such as Great Falls Public Schools, will
'nwﬂ(adj personally  Still have to ask voters to approve & levy or make cuts.
thanked October's family Other companents of Jones' bill call for & K-12 data
w matching shirts, as achievement payment to schools and the creation of a
he wal fmﬂncm&'ty- K-12 data task force to make dats measurement and
room, telling them comprehension mare userfriendly and resdily avail-
helped make the child pro-  gbie for classroom use.
tection package pass. The bill aiso provided some flexibility in the smount
mﬁem“gmm;“mm' of money schools receive based on inflated enrollment.
“Ultimately it really is all That portion of the bill was designed for communities
about the kids,” Tropila said. seeing a large increase in student population due to oil
“Itwasateameffort. Thesun  development in nearby
is shining today, and hopeful- Though the bill was sponsared by Jones, it received
ly i’s shining bright for our  wide bipartisan suppert in the Legislature and was also
o Sehoot Boords Sl Adinibirasars of
; . Association,
Reach Tribune Staff Writer
Michael Beall ot 7914577 or at Montana and the Montana Rural Education
mbeall@greatfallstribune.com.
Helena. fore it can be voted on by the “Montana has a strong
Democratic Sen. Max full Senate. m of service,
Baucus of Montana has made “The Devil's Brigade rep- is exemplified by
it his mission to the bill resented the very bestof our the First Special Service
before retires t generation that de- Force and its important
Congress next year. eated tyranny around the in our state's history,”
“Without these brave vol- world,” Tester said. “The said. “lam proud that
unteers, there would be no medalisa the First
Special Forces ,” Bau- token of this nation's , which got its start at
cus said. T can't of any- but aneverlasting Fort Harrison in is
one more ing of Con- reminder of the sacrifices being for the last-
gress’ highest honor.” these men made forallofus.” ing im that it has had on
Baucus’ bill in the Senate Rep. our and our nation.”
has 30 supporters, including Daines of Montana voted for
Democratic Sen. Jon the bill in the House; he also  Contact Malia Rulon Herman at
of Montana. The bill needs is a co-sponsor of the mea- or
the support of 67 senatorsbe-  sure. @mrulon on Twitter
The commission also vot- would be astrenomical” he cent meetings, including
ed 1o suthorize Doyon to en-  said. “I'd love to go into neighborhood cvuncil meet-
ter an agreement with Mon-  chickens, but I'm not mmmmm
tana Municipal o would go to the park
Authority for employee i r Fred Bu- trust and further develop-
health care row jumped in withastoryof ment of parks and cannot be
Things got a bit heated a woman who supported used to pay the ECP settle-
the public comment chickens in the city previous- ment.
i wberr it iy ey S ko P S
a pay " Win-
had lost touch - if it would have ters said.
with the people and was hold- went to the ballot, it would Kathleen Gessamen said

tenance.
“The burden to the public
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Tornado

Continued from 1A

displaced. Emergency
crews had trouble navigat-
ing devastated neighbor-
hoods because there were
no street signs left. Some
rescuers used smartphones
or GPS devices to guide
them t! areas with no
landmarks.

The death toll was re-
vised downward from 51 af-
ter the state medical exam-
iner said some victims may
have been counted twice in
the confusion.

Bird said. His goal was to
conduct three searches of
each building just to be cer-
tain there were no more
bodies or survivors.

The fire chief was hope-
ful that could be completed
before all, but the
work was hampered
by heavy rain. Crews also

since Monday night, Bird
said

Survivors emerged with
accounts of the
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“I just felt air so | knew
the roof was gone," she said
Tuesday, standing under the
sky where her roof should
have been. The home was
littered with wet gray insu-
lation and all of their be-

longings.

“Time just kind of stood
still” in closet, she re-
called. *I was kind of hold-

ing m bmthrhmlﬂngthls
isn't the worst of it. I didn’t

I got out, it was
worse than 1 thought,” she
said.
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Child & Family Services Division

Statistical Data for Statewide, Lewis & Clark and Broadwater Counties for calender year 2016
Requested by Pam Young, Director of Advocacy L&C and Broadwater Counties CASA

Period from January 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017 and point in time of January 10, 2017 for drug
data

Source: RDS 5388.1 and 5388.2 Drug Data and MTROM for Caseload flow and

Maltreatment Allegations Data Capture: November 20, 2017

Author: Joanne Oreskovich, PhD

MTROM Caseload Flow for Children in Care (Non_Tribal) for Partial Calendar Year 2017:

Lewis & Clark County | Broadwater County | Statewide
Report Period Jan-Oct 2017 Jan-Oct 2017 Jan-Oct 2017
N % N % N %
In placement at start of period 187 63.8 8 53.3] 2,641 54.0
Trial Home Visit at start of period 15 51 0 0.0 342 7.0
Total Starting Caseload* 202 68.9 8 53.3] 2,983 61.0
115 end of December Total Entered Care 91 31.1 1 6.7| 1,908 39.0
during time period
317 end of December Total Caseload during 293 100.0 15 100.0| 4,891| 100.0
time period
Total Exited Care during time period 101 345 7 46.7| 1,385 28.3
216 end of DecemberCaseload at end of 192 65.5 8 53.3] 3,506 71.7
period

*In care first day of the Report Period who were also in care the day before.

Count of maltreatment allegations by maltreatment type (Non-Tribal) from MTROM for Jan-Oct 2017
Calendar Year:

Lewis &
Clark |Broadwater|
Jan-Oct 2017 County County | Statewidej
Type of Allegation Countt Countt Countt
Physical Abuse 31 0 397
Physical Neglect 1,198 69 15,261
Psychological/Emotional Maltreatment 23 1 260
Sexual Abuse 32 5 317
Medical Neglect 24 4 236
Other 1 0 6
Total Allegations 1,309 79 16,477
Total Substantiated Allegations 173 13 2,880
Total Unsubstantiated/Pending Allegations 1,136 66 13,597
# One report could have multiple children and/or allegations so numbers will not
add to 100%.
***This below, I will have confirmed over the weekend. Now
that we have all the 2017 cases***
Open placements (Non_Tribal) involving drug use as a reason for removal on
1/13/2017




Lewis &

Drug Report Clark |Broadwater|

Montana Children and Family Services County County | Statewide

TOTAL NUMBER OF OPEN PLACEMENTS: 200 8 3,518

PLACEMENTS WITH DRUG INDICATOR OF N: 108 NA 1,187

116 end of Dec PLACEMENTS WITH DRUG 92 NA 2,331
INDICATOR OF Y:

TOTAL PERCENT OF CASES INVOLVING ALL| 46.00% NA 66.20%
DRUGS:

DRUG CODES | Count Count Count

84 end of December METHAMPHETAMINE 61 NA 1,585

7 end of December ALCOHOL 6 NA 342

MARIJUANA 5 NA 379

COCAINE 0 NA 23

HEROIN 1 NA 44

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 4 NA 241

ECSTASY 0 NA 4

INHALANTS 0 NA 3

UNKNOWN 5 NA 180

106 end of December TOTAL DRUGS 82 NA 2,801

t Percentages do not necessarily add to 100% as more than one drug may be

recorded per report.
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12 Chlldl‘ en
involved in
state CPS
diedin ‘17

HOLLY K. MICHELS
holly.michels@lee.net :

During the past year, 12 chil-
dren who had been the subject
of reports of abuse or neglect to
the state’s child protective ser-
vices died, according to areport
released Wednesday.

Fourteen deaths were reported
as required by state law, but of
those, 12 involved a report made
to the state’s child protective
services before the death.

Of those 14 child deaths, five
were homicides and four were
ruled accidental, including three
that involved an infant sleeping
with the mother and drug use by
the mother.

Two deaths were due to med-
ical complications for the child.
In both cases, there was drug
use by the mother that may have
contributed to the child’s death.

One death was a suicide. The
cause of the other two children’s
deaths were unknown or still un-
der investigation.

Of the 14 deaths, 10 were chil-
dren ages 1 or younger. Two chil-
dren who died were ages 1-3 and
two were ages 4-17. Eight were
girls, six were boys. Nine were
white, four were American In-
dian and one was black.

The report found six criminal
chargesresulting from the 14 fa~
talities.

Areport last year, the ﬁrst done

Please see CHILD DEATHS, Page A7

Child deaths .

From Al

in Montana, also found that 14 \
children died during a 16-month }

period from July 1, 2015, to Nov. 8,
2016, after the state had been told |
that those children were belng
abused or neglected
This year’s report covers from
Dec. 16,2016, to Dec. 15, 2017. \
The new report has more in- |
formation about the child deaths, |
including the cause of death, ages i
of children and other details about |
their situations. But the Child Fa- |
tality Review Team team that au- i
thored it is looking for more infor- |
mation, which it hopes will come [
from a new Child Abuse and Ne- |
glect Commission created dunng ‘
the 2017 Legislature. |
On Wednesday, Dana Toole, f
chief of the Children’s Justice Bu- }
reau of the Department of Justice, |
isaid the new commission should |
be able to help fill in the gaps. The |
commission, which is under the
state health department, has un- |
til August 2018 to develop a plan |
to reduce child abuse and neglect {
over a five-year period. l
“We are really looking forward
to having the statewide commis-
-sion convene and develop their
parameters about which fatalities
they are going to review because
they will have access to informa- |
tion from all the parties and stake-

- holders involved in child fatalities

so they will be able to do a much |
more comprehensive process than |
we can,” Toole said.

The Chlld Fatality Review Team |
doesnot have the ability torequest |
law enforcement or other records, |
and relies on what it gets from the |
Child and Family Services Division |
of the state Department of Public |
Health and Human Services.

But the new commission, which |
holdsits first meeting in February, |
will be able to request and gather |
more information. Toole said she |
didn’t fault the Child and Family |
Services Division, which she said |
often requested information such |
‘as autopsy reports, but they were |
not provided by local law enforce- '
ment.

Last week the Department of |
Public Health and Human Services |
announced a new initiative to re- |
duce child fatalities that includes |
dedicated in-home visits and tar-
geted help for children and families

%o deemed high-risk. The program
1 willbeimplemented in fiveregions |
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In this 2015 file photo, April Hall, seated at left, whose granddaughter
was Killed by the mother’s boyfriend in June 2011, and Robin Castle,
second from left, a licensed clinical professional counselor, during a
meeting with Gov. Steve Bullock, seated third from left, to demand
improvements in the state Division of Child and Family Services, in
Helena. A review of 14 child deaths in Montana from July 2015 to
November 2016 concluded that most died of abuse or neglect, with
several common factors that should have raised red flags with child

protection workers.

of the state in coming months and
other components will be rolled
out later in the year.

Health department director
Sheila Hogan said Tuesday the
department is working to reduce
child deaths.

“We will be closely reviewing
the report and look forward to
discussing the recommendations
with the Child and Family Om-
budsman,” Hogan said. “We are
currently engaged in full-throttle
work to improve the system and
outcomes for families, including
the First Years Initiative, our crit-
ical incident review process, the
Abuse and Neglect Review Com-
mission, and targeted community
collaborations for mothers andin-
fants impacted by drug use.”

In recommendations made at
the end of this year’s fatality re-
port, the review panel called on

the state to recognize the lack of

treatment and safety options for
pregnant and new mothers bat-
tling drug addiction.

The panel said the state should
pursue legislative action to create
and fund evidence-based pro-
grams to treat and support moth-
ers and children. It also called on
the health department to increase
referrals and follow up with moth-
ers who have beenreportedto child
protective services as needing or
receiving treatment while preg-

" nant or within a year of giving
birth.

The review found that the state
health department should review

its safety assessment protocols and
require drug testing information in

every case where druguseisanal~

legation, with a priority for testing

when children are under the age of

5and developmentally unable tobe
forensically interviewed.
Indicators of risk in child fatal-
ities included prior history with
child protective services, prior
criminal history, aleohol or drug
abuse, methamphetamine use,
domestic violence and housing

instability or other financial inse-

curities.

In nine of the cases, drug or al-
cohol use was identified. Of those
nine, three included methamphet-
amine use. In five cases there was
domestic violence in the child’s
home and 10 cases had multiple
risk factors.

The review board also examined
whether parents had a criminal
hlstory

In six cases the alleged perpe- :

trator of abuse or neglect had a
criminal history. In six cases any
criminal history was unknown. In
one case the alleged perpetrator
was apartner tothe child’s mother.

In12 of the cases, there had been
prior reports to child protective
services about a child or childrenin
the home. In six of the cases, there

was an open report at the time of '

the death. The review also found
that in six of the cases, the child’s
parent had been involved in child
protective services when they were
achild.

Ten of the children who died had

__surviving siblings, and in four of

those cases siblings were removed
from their parents’ home following
the fatality. None of the deaths oc-
curred when the child was in out -
of-home care.

The review found that in some of
the deaths, child protective service
workers did not meet deadlines or
reporting requirements for han-
dling a report of dbuse or neglect
made to a central intake center.

In three cases, the assessment of
the child done by child protective
services workers was missing all
or part of the required supervisory
review. Another three cases were
past the 60-day requirement for
an assessment closure. .

In eight cases that required a
family functioning assessment,

_ the review found those assess-
~ ments were incomplete. The as- |

sessment is used by case workers
toascertain how a family fuinctions
and what safety issues might exist,
and is meant to provide an overall

- insight into a situation, not just a

single case of abuse.
- Toole said that child protective
workers have good tools in place,

but that use of the tools is incon-

sistent and documentatlon canbe
spotty.

 “It’s just inconsistent to start
with,” Toole said. “And with turn-

_over rates (of caseworkers) as high

as 50 percent, every time they geta
new worker they have totrain them
on using that family functioning
assessment and there’s a learning

. curve!”
. Since 2015, the state has been

i’equired to track the fatalities of

- children who have been involved

with the Child and Family Services
Division of the state Department
of Public Health and Human Ser-
vices.

Child fatalities must be reported
by the Child and Family Services
Division within a business day of
the death for any child who has

‘been the subject of a report or in-

vestigation into abuse or negleet,
was in out-of-home care at the
time of the death or had recieved

services as part of a voluntary pro-

tective services agreement.
The fatality review team, which

Jisunder the Department of Justice,

includes Dana Toole, Children’s
Justice Bureau chief; Traci Shina-
barger, chief child and family om-
budsman; Gala Goodwin, deputy
child and family ombudsman; and
Matthew Dale, executive director
of the Office of Consumer Protec-
tion & Victim Services. -




